
March 13, 2020 
 
First, let me thank each and every member of the Jericho school community for 
your patience and input as we navigate the unchartered territory that COVID-19 
has presented to our school district.  Making the best possible decisions in this 
situation is crucial to me, since your children and our staff are the most important 
consideration. I am not a physician, so it is imperative that I rely heavily upon the 
experts and their recommendations. 
  
While we had no student or staff member who had a confirmed case of COVID-19, 
we closed on Thursday and today in an abundance of caution and re-sanitized the 
entire district.    
  
As of this time, we still do NOT have a confirmed case of a student or staff 
member testing positive for COVID-19. 
  
Regarding future school closure decisions, Dr. Lawrence Eisenstein, Commissioner 
of the Nassau County Department of Health and a trained infectious disease 
physician, reiterated to all Nassau County superintendents that if a student or 
staff member tests positive for COVID-19, the school must close for a minimum of 
24 hours. That time will be used to assess the situation. He also stated that in 
many cases, when schools, which are thoroughly cleaned, are closed, our children do 
not stay at home but go to malls, play dates and movie theaters.   
  
Based upon this information, the Department of Health does not recommend that 
schools close unless there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 in a student or staff 
member. In fact, the Department of Health does NOT recommend that a school 
close if a family member of a student or an employee is diagnosed with COVID-19.  
  
I will communicate with our families and staff on Sunday to bring you up-to-date on 
the latest decisions.  We will continue to update our COVID-19 
website, https://bit.ly/3aOfsrG with links that will be useful for our parents and 
staff and any updates that we receive.  You can also access the site under the 
“Announcements” section of the district website.  
  
Thank you.  
  
~Hank Grishman 



Superintendent of Schools 
	


